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Kia ora dear f/Friends 

Black walls are trendy.  Our wall is non-trendy creamy yellowish on our side and trendy black on 

the neighbours’ side.  Both sides have a green stripe at the top.  The black side gets noticeably 

hotter than the creamy yellowish side, making us wonder about all the other trendy black walls?  

Thank you, John Michaelis, for the treasure trove of summer goodies:  drones delivering parcels; net zero 

will be easier than you think; and tree planting at speed.  Thank you also, Jillian and Marion for the 

conversation starter about aerosols and global warming.  The idea is reduced air pollution is making global 

warming worse.  Aerosols in air pollution appear to have a cooling effect; but there are all sorts of aerosols 

and with all sorts of impacts, and all sorts of literature.  The simplest explanation I found comes from NASA.  

Things to do 

Due 28 Feb – Forest and Bird Conservation Land campaign – thank you Joel  

Petition - Stop the proposed public transport fare hikes petition – - thank you Climate Club   

War and the Environment course – 6 weeks online starting March 24, thank you Deborah 

Highly recommended viewing – What really makes us safe? Peace, climate finance and 

climate action in an existential time  Thank you QUNO 

Join an organisation – Aotearoa NZ Climate organisations for every interest are here 

A tree is growing out of the pavement around the corner.  Elsewhere, companies are 

abandoning climate goals, Federated Farmers Meat and Wool Council are writing to the 

Climate Change Minister, glaciers are shrinking and the IPCC has begun a new meeting. 

Anyone else confused?  Overwhelmed?  Try this attempt to understand: 

1. Aotearoa New Zealand is still committed to its Paris Agreement goal to limit the 

global average temperature increase to 1.5° Celsius above pre-industrial levels (Zero 

Carbon Act 2019 –full title in link).   

2. Aotearoa NZ recently re-stated its commitment - to meeting our climate targets 

and doing our part to reduce the impacts of climate change. (Conference of the Parties (COP) 29)  

3. We (ANZ) have agreed to reducing net emissions by 51-55 percent below 2005 gross levels by 2035 

(our much criticised recently announced Nationally Determined Contribution).  The Climate Change 

Commission argued that a 66 percent decrease would be attainable without ‘shrinking the economy’.   

4. We are not on track. Gross levels were 86,615.38 kilotonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent in 2005 and 

net levels in 2022 were 59,156.57 – a 32% decrease so far.  Most of that decrease is due to the 

difference between ‘gross’ and ‘net’.  Total greenhouse gas emissions rose by 0.5 percent in the 

year to September 2024.  Electricity, gas, water, and waste services industry emissions rose by 

27%, and transport, postal, and warehousing industry emissions rose by 5.9%. 

5. Data is hard to find and understand.  The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment agrees.  

Insurance companies want better information. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOWDNBu9DkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkwN-hLV42I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkwN-hLV42I
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=drone+tree+planting+video&PC=INES&PTAG=478372_159&a=0&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3ddrone%2520tree%2520planting%2520video%26FORM%3dINEST4%26PC%3dINES%26PTAG%3d478372_159%26a%3d0&mmscn=vwrc&mid=EE171860F60D42C807FCEE171860F60D42C807FC&FORM=WRVORC&ntb=1&msockid=d71e2b87e83211efb1fc88b40c2bef34
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2024/apr/12/weatherwatch-air-pollution-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2024/apr/12/weatherwatch-air-pollution-climate-crisis
https://science.nasa.gov/science-research/earth-science/climate-science/aerosols-small-particles-with-big-climate-effects/
https://www.forestandbird.org.nz/petitions/keep-our-conservation-land-protected
https://www.forestandbird.org.nz/petitions/keep-our-conservation-land-protected
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/stop-the-proposed-public-transport-fare-hikes
https://climateclub.nz/
https://worldbeyondwar.org/war-and-the-environment-an-online-course/?clear_id=true&link_id=12&can_id=034b81e0567371f8903c4d4267798d8b&source=email-wbw-news-action-country-is-humanity&email_referrer=email_2621168&email_subject=wbw-news-action-start-a-lasting-peace-in-ukraine-now
https://worldbeyondwar.org/war-and-the-environment-an-online-course/?clear_id=true&link_id=12&can_id=034b81e0567371f8903c4d4267798d8b&source=email-wbw-news-action-country-is-humanity&email_referrer=email_2621168&email_subject=wbw-news-action-start-a-lasting-peace-in-ukraine-now
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiiLXL4VmRk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiiLXL4VmRk
https://climateclubnz.substack.com/p/climate-orgs-nz
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/environment/542340/companies-quietly-quitting-climate-schemes
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/opinion/an-open-letter-to-climate-change-minister-simon-watts/
https://oceanographicmagazine.com/news/melting-glaciers-behind-nearly-2cm-in-sea-level-rises/
https://www.ipcc.ch/news/
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2019/0061/latest/whole.html#LMS183736
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/new-zealand%E2%80%99s-cop29-national-statement
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/541176/unambitious-and-undermined-why-nz-s-latest-climate-pledge-lacks-the-crucial-good-faith-factor
https://environment.govt.nz/news/second-international-climate-target-under-the-paris-agreement/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/541176/unambitious-and-undermined-why-nz-s-latest-climate-pledge-lacks-the-crucial-good-faith-factor
https://emissionstracker.environment.govt.nz/#NrAMBoEYF12TwCIDiAnA9gZ042wBM4+okAHHqUrnAJxIDEAngKYCGqA+gEYCuALn3QA7XNCA
https://emissionstracker.environment.govt.nz/#NrAMBoEYF12TwCIByBTALo2wBM4eiQAc2RSWcAnEgMQCeqAhgE4D6ARgK7roD2AdlmhA
https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/total-greenhouse-gas-emissions-fall-0-7-percent-in-the-september-2024-quarter/#:~:text=Total%20greenhouse%20gas%20emissions%20fall%200.7%20percent%20in%20the%20September%202024%20quarter,-05%20February%202025&text=Seasonally%20adjusted%20industry%20and%20household,released%20by%20Stats%20NZ%20today.
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/top/541785/no-way-to-know-how-close-to-the-edge-of-the-cliff-we-are-with-current-environment-data-commissioner
https://www.interest.co.nz/insurance/131866/tower-insurance-warns-new-zealand-needs-clarify-climate-adaptation-funding-avoid


 
 

Note: this newsletter is not an official Quaker publication.  It aims to assist Aotearoa NZ Quakers’ knowledge of 
action and thinking around climate change and therefore reflects a variety of views. 
 

6. We are turning towards adaptation rather than mitigation.  Budgeted climate adaptation spending 

increased by $666 million in the last year, but spending on emissions reduction activities decreased by 

$370 million, environmental management system decreased by $139 million and pollution and waste 

decreased by $25 million.  

Climate change has many tentacles which relate to day-to-day life realities.  Below is my little story-telling 

attempt to spot some of the links:  

You are the Government; You sit musing by a river near Christchurch with your sleeping granddaughter:  

a. Debt ls freaking you out.  You need Growth.  Growth equals more dollars which means you can do more 

things.  Growth means increasing Gross Domestic Product (GDP).  More GDP = More Growth. 

You know GDP = Consumption + Investment + Government expenditure + (Exports minus Imports).   

b. Voilà. Trade!  NZ exports around $19 billion per year in dairy products, and imports around $8 

billion in vehicles and accessories and $10 billion in mineral fuels.   

c. More dairy equals more export dollars.  Which is probably why we have 4,701,596 cows (2023/24)? 

d. That fast track legislation will help get us more export dollars by digging up more minerals 

needed for clean energy (and besides, the USA needs them for munitions).  (You recollect 

those Quaker visitors at Parliament last week saying humanity spent US$2.4 trillion last year 

on military stuff).  

e. Now you worry about global conflict disrupting supply chains, … so reverse the oil and gas ban and ANZ 

gets more self-sufficient in energy?  After all, fossil fuels make up about 60% of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 

energy.  Those Quakers said something about military producing around 5.5% of global emissions? 

f. Moving on to droughts.  Droughts are very expensive (agricultural exports fall).  Canterbury cows are at 

a growing risk of drought and Canterbury has more cows per hectare than anywhere else (3.39)  But 

cows need grass, and grass needs water, and cows need water.  Water equals irrigation, and,  … oh no.   

g. Granddaughter wakes and wants to play in the river, but there is a No Swimming notice.  You buy ice 

creams instead.  Kai Tahu rings up.  The aerospace stuff is going well, but they are taking the Attorney-

General to Court to get their rangatiratanga over freshwater (wai Māori) recognised.  Granddaughter 

still wants to play in the river.  You now have a major headache and toss Granddaughter a package.    

h. Granddaughter opens the Quaker visitors’ gift.  Out falls a little book.  It is called A Government 

Official’s Toolkit:  inspiring urgent, healthy, equitable and available-at-scale climate action.  

Apparently, Quakers have an office at the United Nations, and this is a publication featuring scientific 

findings from IPCC Reports presented to and approved by governments around the world.  It mentions 

water.   

Quakers call on every person in Aotearoa New Zealand to bring about whatever changes they can to 

enable us to live in harmony with one another and with the planet (YM 2020).  

Biodiversity video here.  Little otter here –  thanks Jillian  Relaxing bird sounds - here 

Ngā mihi nui, Philippa (suggest going outside and sitting watching anything – particularly bugs) 

Mr Husband is growing very good tomatoes 

https://pce.parliament.nz/our-work/news/budgeted-govt-spend-on-environment-similar-to-past-year-with-increased-spend-on-extreme-weather-events-and-drops-in-other-areas/
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/year-end/financial-statements-2024
https://theconversation.com/africa-doesnt-have-a-choice-between-economic-growth-and-protecting-the-environment-how-they-can-go-hand-in-hand-228529
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/export/food/dairy/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/export/food/dairy/
https://infoshare.stats.govt.nz/infoshare/ViewTable.aspx?pxID=3e1724bb-8981-4b9c-98d7-e556c4cd10ff
https://infoshare.stats.govt.nz/infoshare/ViewTable.aspx?pxID=3e1724bb-8981-4b9c-98d7-e556c4cd10ff
https://www.dairynz.co.nz/media/bywm13d4/dairy-statistics-2023-24.pdf
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/what-are-energy-transition-minerals-and-how-can-they-unlock-clean-energy-age
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/what-are-energy-transition-minerals-and-how-can-they-unlock-clean-energy-age
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_231765.htm
https://www.statista.com/statistics/262742/countries-with-the-highest-military-spending/
https://sustainabilitymag.com/articles/wef-global-risks-report-2025
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/stronger-fuel-reserves-drive-economic-stability
https://www.eeca.govt.nz/insights/energy-in-new-zealand/the-future-of-energy-in-new-zealand/#:~:text=interactive%20data%20tool-,Where%20our%20energy%20comes%20from,of%20our%20total%20final%20consumption.
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=946472694179476&id=100064502631842&set=a.288492823310803
https://www.dairynz.co.nz/media/bywm13d4/dairy-statistics-2023-24.pdf
https://www.thepost.co.nz/politics/360548028/mega-irrigation-schemes-back-court-canterbury-water-wars-heat
https://www.lawa.org.nz/explore-data/swimming
https://www.artfetiche.co.nz/projects/tawhaki-national-aerospace-centre/
https://newsroom.co.nz/2025/02/11/court-claim-seeks-to-force-water-co-management/
https://newsroom.co.nz/2025/02/11/court-claim-seeks-to-force-water-co-management/
https://quno.org/sites/default/files/resources/Goverment_officials_toolkit_EN%20HOME_PRINT%202024.pdf
https://quno.org/sites/default/files/resources/Goverment_officials_toolkit_EN%20HOME_PRINT%202024.pdf
https://quakers.nz/sites/default/files/documents/2007%20Quaker%20Call%20to%20Action%20after%20Covid-19.docx.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDG8xxR83w0&t=272s
https://news.mongabay.com/2025/02/worlds-smallest-otter-makes-comeback-in-nepal-after-185-years/?utm_source=earthconsciouslife.org&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=tiniest-otter-on-earth-nature-beats-tech-sleep-drug-fail
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpnO-OVtLtc&t=934s

